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once stared you in the face ; your ranks have been thinned again and again by wounds,
sickness, and death ; but your faith has never faltered, your courage has never failed,
your hearts have never known defeat.

In congratulating the Air Force he declared that:

Our aircraft have been ever in the forefront of the battle; pilots and observers
have constantly maintained the offensive throughout the ever-changing fortunes of
the day, and in the war zones our gallant dead have lain always beyond the enemies'
lines or far out^to sea.

The birth of the Royal Air Force with its wonderful expansion and development,
will ever remain one of the most remarkable achievements of the Great War.1

1 Reprinted from The Times 2ist January 1936.